REFORM IX THE ARMY
much esteemed by the Turkish army. The
army formerly consisted of six Ordm, or army
corps, each nominally numbering sixty-four
battalions. One of these, at any rate, fell far
below the strength prescribed for the peace
establishment, but this has been remedied. The
]^izam^ or standing army, numbered approxi-
mately 400,000 men, and the Bedif. or terri-
torials, some 600,000. Besides these, there were
350,000 men in the Hare battalions, with no
military training to speak of, and a further
100,000 in the Mustafiz. Military service was
incumbent only on Mohammedans, and all of
twenty-one years or over were bound to serve.
There was, however, exemption for pupils of the
ecclesiastical schools (which were therefore extra-
ordinarily popular), for Albanians, Kurds and
Bedawin, and for natives of Constantinople,
Mecca, Medina, Jedda and the islands, Xon-
Mohammedans were also exempt, but these paid
a tax, which brought the State a revenue of
nearly a million sterling.
Even during the first year of his administra-
tion, General von der Goltz achieved wonders.
He reorganised the General Staff and established
a supreme Military Council. He prescribed
regimental service and training for the younger
officers and a revision of the lax regulations